Heaven and Earth Overlap — Luke 23:27-55

27 And a great multitude of the people followed Him, and women
who also moumed and lamented Him. 2 But Jesus, turning to them,
said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for Me, but weep for yourselves
and for your children. 2 For indeed the days are coming in which they will
say, ‘Blessed are the barren, wombs that never bore, and breasts which
never nursed! 3 Then they will begin ‘to say to the mountains, “Fall on us!”
and to the hills, “Cover us!”’ 3! For if they do these things in the green wood,
what will be done in the dry?”

%2There were also two others, criminals, led with Him to be put to
death. 3% And when they had come to the place called Calvary, there they
crucified Him, and the criminals, one on the right hand and the other on the
left. 34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they
do.”

And they divided His garments and cast lots. 35 And the people
stood looking on. But even the rulers with them sneered, saying, “He saved
others; let Him save Himself if He is the Christ, the chosen of God.”

36 The soldiers also mocked Him, coming and offering Him sour
wine, % and saying, “If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself.”

38 And an inscription also was written over Him in letters of Greek,
Latin, and Hebrew:

THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.

39 Then one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him,
saying, “If You are the Christ, save Yourself and us.”

40 But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, “Do you not
even fear God, seeing you are under the same condemnation? 4 And we
indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has
done nothing wrong.” 2 Then he said to Jesus, “Lord, remember me when
You come into Your kingdom.”

43 And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, | say to you, today you will
be with Me in Paradise.”

44 Now it was about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over
all the earth until the ninth hour. 45 Then the sun was darkened, and the veil
of the temple was torn in two. 46 And when Jesus had cried out with a loud
voice, He said, “Father, ‘into Your hands | commit My spirit.” ” Having said
this, He breathed His last.

47 S0 when the centurion saw what had happened, he glorified
God, saying, “Certainly this was a righteous Man!”

48 And the whole crowd who came together to that sight, seeing
what had been done, beat their breasts and returned. 42 But all His
acquaintances, and the women who followed Him from Galilee, stood at a
distance, watching these things.

50 Now behold, there was a man named Joseph, a council
member, a good and just man. 5 He had not consented to their decision and
deed. He was from Arimathea, a city of the Jews, who himself was also
waiting for the kingdom of God. 52 This man went to Pilate and asked for the
body of Jesus. 3 Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a
tomb that was hewn out of the rock, where no one had ever lain
before. 54 That day was the Preparation, and the Sabbath drew near.

55 And the women who had come with Him from Galilee followed
after, and they observed the tomb and how His body was laid.

Open: When you think of the crucifixion of Jesus,
what’s the first thing that comes to your mind?

->What words in the passage need to be explained for
you?

1. Write down the various people who are involved
in this story.

2. Write down the different places mentioned in the
story.

3. Write down the verse numbers where Jesus
says something, and note whom he’s speaking
with.

4. Who makes fun of (mocks) Jesus? What do they
say?

5. Who says things respectful of Jesus?

What happens at the sixth hour? (vv. 44-46)

7. What are the various responses to Jesus’s

death? (vv. 47-49)

What do we know about Joseph? (vv. 50-53)

9. Women are mentioned several times in the
passage. What are they doing each time?
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Apply

e Of the different people in this passage, who can
you most identify with?

e In what ways does this passage seem hopeless
to you? In what ways is it hopeful?

e How is God'’s justice shown here?

It costs God nothing, so far as we know, to create nice
things; but to convert rebellious wills cost Him crucifixion.

C.S. Lewis

The most obscene symbol in human history is the Cross;
yet in its ugliness it remains the most eloquent testimony
to human dignity.

R.C. Sproul
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